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Since 2017, world merchandise trade recorded its strongest 

growth in six years.  

Ratio of Trade growth to GDP growth returned to its 

historic average of 1.5, far above the 1.0 ratio recorded in 

the years following the 2008 financial crisis.  



 Faster trade expansion is being driven by stronger growth across 

most regions, especially in Developing economies.  

 Imports grew by  13 % .  

Exports from developing economies grew by 12 %. 

 Share in world trade of just over 43 %. 



 The share of Africa's merchandise exports within the continent has nearly 

doubled, jumping from 10.3 % of total exports in 2010 to 19.6 % in 2017. 

 The continent saw record growth in international tourism revenue + 

Merchandise exports of least-developed countries increased by 13 %.  



Merchandise trade increased 

by 11% in value terms in 

2017. 

 

11% 

8.1% 
Asia recorded the highest 

increase in trade volume 

with growth of 8.1%. 

25% 
Africa's travel exports 

grew by 25% in 2017. 



Trade between 

developing 

economies 

21.4% 
Developing economies 

exported 50.5%of their 

total exports to other 

developing 

economies 

50.5% 

Business-to-business 

(B2B) e-commerce is 

six times larger than 

business –to ¬ 

consumer (B2C)  

6x 

China, the United States 

and Germany account 

for over 30% off world 

merchandise trade 

30% 
Growth of developing 

economies’ exports of 

commercial services 

8% 



The top ten traders account for just over 
half of the world total. merchandise  

Developing economies had a 44% share of 
world merchandise trade in 2017. 

Developing economies had a 34% share of 
world trade in commercial services in 2017. 

52% 

44% 

34% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

8% 
Asia was the top 
contributor to 
trade growth in 
volume terms in 
2017, growing by 
8%. 

4.7% 
World merchandise 

trade grew by 

4.7% in 2017 in 

volume terms, 

driven by a rising 

demand for 

imports across the 

world 



 

2.9% 

 Asia's contribution to 

world growth in 

merchandise import 

volume in 2017. 

 

13% 

Growth in Africa’s 

exports 

in 2017. 





28% 

Fuel and mining exports 

recorded the highest growth,  

11% 

World merchandise exports 

increased by 11%. 

9% 

Increase in transport exports 

8% 

Increase in world exports of 

commercial services 

0.6% 

LDCs accounted for 0.6% of 

global exports of commercial 

services. 

9% 

Agriculture exports increased 

by 9%. 

13% 

Africa's commercial services 

exports grew by 13% in 2017. 

13% 

China was the biggest 

merchandise exporter in 2017, 

accounting for 13% of the 

world total. 



12% 

Developing economies’ 

merchandise exports increased 

by 12% in 2017 after a two-

year dip, reaching US$ 7.43 

trillion. 

26% 

Oil exporters in the 

Commonwealth of Independent 

States, Africa and the Middle 

East benefited from a 26% rise 

in world fuel prices in 2017. 

34% 

The European Union remains 

the largest regional trade 

agreement, accounting for 34% 

of world trade in 2017. 

13% 

LDCs’ merchandise exports 

increased by 13% after three 

years of decline. 

38.1% 

The share of developing 

economies in world imports of 

commercial services was 38.1% 

in 2017. 

21.4% 

South-South trade represented 

21.4% of total world exports in 

2016. 







 

 

 World seaborne trade increased at 4 per cent, the fastest growth in five 

years.  

 containerized trade increased by 6.4 per cent in 2017.  

  Dry bulk commodities trade increased by 4.0 per cent, up from 1.7 per 

cent in 2016.  

 Crude oil shipments rose by 2.4 per cent, down from 4 per cent in 2016, 

while, together, refined petroleum products and gas increased by an 

estimated 3.9 per cent. 

World Seaborne 



Expectations are pointing to continued growth in world seaborne 

trade  

World seaborne trade is projected to reach annual growth rate of 3.8 

per cent between 2018 and 2023.  

Tanker trade volumes are also projected to increase. 

World Seaborne 



 Industrial production increased by 2.8 %, up from 0.2 % in 2016. 

   In China, industrial production  increased at 6.5 % compared with 6 % in 

2016.  

 In Brazil, industrial production recovered and rose by 2.4 per cent, 

following the 6.4 per cent contraction recorded during the 2016 recession. 

Industrial Activities 



 

- With GDP expanding by 3.1 per cent in 2017, up from 2.5 per cent in 2016, 

the global economy experienced a broad upswing, generating positive 

impacts on seaborne trade.  

- GDP in developed countries increased by 2.3 per cent, up from 1.7 per cent 

in 2016,  driven largely by stronger capital spending and global demand,  

- Growth in developing countries accelerated to 4.5 per cent, compared with 

3.9 per cent in 2016.   

GDP Growth  





World seaborne trade projections: 

2018–2023 

Global GDP is expected to grow by more than 3.0 % over the 

2018–2023 period 

 World seaborne trade volumes to expand by 4.0 % in 2018- 

2023  



 Dry bulk commodities are projected to experience a compound annual 

growth rate of 4.9 % between 2018 and 2023,  

 Containerized shipments are expected to rise by 6 %, supported by positive 

economic trends, imports of metal ores to China  

 Crude oil trade is forecast to grow by 1.7 % between 2018 and 2023, and 

combined petroleum products and gas volumes, by 2.6 %. 

World seaborne trade projections : 

2018–2023 



What we should Do ?    

Improve and Reform the Services of  Ports. 

 Increase the number of the maritime fleet. 

 Maritime Services in competitive prices.  



 The Suez Canal Economic Zone (SC Zone) is a world-class free zone and 

trade hub along the banks of the newly-expanded Suez Canal. Strategically 

located on the main trade route between Europe and Asia, more than eight 

percent of global trade passes through every year. 

 

 Spanning 461 km2, almost two-thirds the size of Singapore, the Suez Canal  

Zone consists of two integrated areas, two development areas and four 

ports. 

 

 

 

Reform the Services of Seaports 



Reform the Services of Ports 

The two integrated areas are: 

 Ain Sokhna with Ain Sokhna Port 

 East Port Said with East Port Said Port 

 

The two development areas are:  

 Qantara West 

 East Ismailia 

 

The four ports are: 

 West Port Said Port 

 Adabiya Port 

 Al Tor Port 

 Al Arish Port 

 



The size of the commercial fleet of Egypt decreased from a total of 

141 vessels in 1999 to 71 vessels in 2005 reaching by now  50 vessels.  

Nearly 72 percent of the fleet vessels are more than 15 years old 

signaling the relative inefficiency of the existing vessels. 

Increase the number of the maritime fleet 



 Rigidity in price setting of port fees and services due 

 The prices that set for the maritime and related logistics services are set 

through ministerial decrees.  

 Port fees and port services dues are set by ministerial decrees, regardless of 

actual costs and quality of provided services . Thus, ports are not free to 

independently set competitive charges, which is an essential prerequisite for 

competition and efficient management.  

 

Maritime Services in competitive prices.  


